CHEMISTRY   IN   AMERICA
candidate but if the plac.e was offered to me, I would do my best to discharge the duties of it. The first year, indeed, I should lie under great disadvantage, but so must any other person suddenly called to a new employment.
I am not, however, at all anxious about this business, hoping we shall succeed in establishing a College in this place; and it will be more convenient to me (to) be employed here, than in Philadelphia; tho' a call to spend some time, every year, in that place would not, I acknowledge, be ungrateful to me.
Besides the letter you mention, I took the liberty to write you another, about a house I propose to build here, and other matters.
With gratitude and esteem, I am,
Dear Sir, yours sincerely,
J. PRIESTLEY. DOCTOR RUSH, PHILADELPHIA.
NORTHUMBERLAND, Nov. 11, 1794.
Dear Sir: I hope you will excuse my weakness (for such you will consider it) when, after giving you reason to expect that I would accept the professorship of Chemistry, if it was offered to me, I now inform you that I must decline it.
On the receipt of your obliging letter, I was determined to accept of it, and in my own mind had every arrangement for that purpose. But when I began to consider the difficulty and irksomeness of a journey to Philadelphia at this time of the year, and especially the obligation I should be under of spending four months of every year from home, my wife in the house by herself, my heart failed me.
This, in fact, is my only objection, but it is an insuperable one. I am truly sensible of the honour that is done me by the invitation, and beg that you would express it for me to all the persons concerned. Nothing could have been so pleasing to me as the employment, and I should
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